28   SELECTIONS FROM FROUDE'S SHORT STUDIES.
Grown tenants, saw themselves threatened with eviction in
favour of foreigners. Quarrels had arisen and ill-feeling, and
the Carthusians/proud as the proudest of nobles, and con-
sidering that in coming to England they were rather conferring
favours than receiving them, resented the being compelled to 5
struggle for tenements which they had not sought or desired.
The first prior threw up his office and returned to the Char-
treuse, The second died immediately after of chagrin and
disgust; and the king, who was then in Normandy, heard
to his extreme mortification that the remaining brethren were 1Q
threatening to take staff in hand and march back to their
homes. The Count de Maurienne to whom he communicated
his distress, mentioned Hugo's name to him. It was deter-
mined to send for Hugo, and Fitzjocelyn, Bishop of Bath,
with other venerable persons carried the invitation to the 15
Chartreuse.
To Hugo himself, meanwhile, as if in preparation for the
destiny which was before him, a singular experience was at
that moment occurring. He was now about forty years old.
Ifc is needless to say that he had duly practised the usual 20
austerities prescribed by his rule. Whatever discipline
could do to kill the carnal nature in him had been carried out
to its utmost harshness. He was a man, however, of great
physical strength. Has flesh was not entirely dead, and he
was going where superiority to worldly temptation would be 25
specially required. Just before Fitzjocelyn arrived he was
assailed suddenly by emotions so extremely violent that he
said he would rather face the pains of Gehenna than en-
counter them again. His mind was unaffected, but the
devil had him at advantage in his sleep. He prayed, he 30
flogged himself, he fasted, he confessed; still Satan was al-
lowed to buffet him, and though he had no fear for his soul,
he thought his body would die in the struggle. One night
in particular the agony reached its crisis. He lay tossing
on his uneasy pallet, the angel of darkness trying with all his 35